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     Item 5. Other Events and Required FD Disclosure

     On December 12, 2002, Barnes & Noble, Inc. announced that it had reached an
agreement to purchase Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., a privately held company
that is one of the top 25 publishers in the United States and a leading
publisher of how-to books. The purchase price was in the $100 million range. The
acquisition is expected to close within 45 days and is subject to
Hart-Scott-Rodino clearance.
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     Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
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                         Title:   Chief Financial Officer
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