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the registrant under any of the following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):

[  ] Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

[  ] Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
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    Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors;
Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain
Officers.

(e) On February 24, 2012, the Board of Directors of East Boston Savings Bank (the “Bank”), a wholly owned subsidiary
of Meridian Interstate Bancorp, Inc., provided notification that the term of the employment agreement between the
Bank and Ms. Deborah J. Jackson, President and Chief Operating Officer of the Bank, dated January 20, 2009, was
converted from a two-year agreement, with a daily renewal, to a two-year fixed term ending February 24, 2014,
pursuant to the terms of the employment agreement.

    Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits

(a) Financial statements of businesses acquired.  Not Applicable.

(b) Pro forma financial information.  Not Applicable.

(c) Shell company transactions: Not Applicable.

(d) Exhibits.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned, hereunto duly authorized.

MERIDIAN INTERSTATE BANCORP, INC.

       DATE: February 27, 2012 By: / s /   R i c h a r d  J .
Gavegnano                                                                       
Richard J. Gavegnano
Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer
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