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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS
This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we have filed with the SEC, using the “shelf” registration process.
Under the shelf registration process, we may offer, from time to time on a delayed basis, up to $5,000,000,000 of our
common stock, preferred stock, debt securities, subscription rights to purchase shares of our securities, warrants
representing rights to purchase our securities or separately tradeable units combining two or more of our securities, on
the terms to be determined at the time of the offering. The Securities may be offered at prices and on terms described
in one or more supplements to this prospectus. This prospectus provides you with a general description of the
Securities that we may offer. Each time we use this prospectus to offer Securities, we will provide a prospectus
supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that offering. The prospectus supplement may
also add, update or change information contained in this prospectus. Please carefully read this prospectus and any
prospectus supplement together with any exhibits and the additional information described under the heading
“Available Information” and the section under the heading “Risk Factors” before you make an investment decision.

1
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PROSPECTUS SUMMARY
        The following summary contains basic information about this offering. It does not contain all the information that
may be important to an investor. For a more complete understanding of this offering, we encourage you to read this
entire document and the documents to which we have referred.
        Information contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus may contain “forward-looking statements”
within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, which are statements about the future that
may be identified by the use of forward-looking terminology such as “may,” “will,” “expect,” “intend,” “plans,” “anticipate,”
“estimate” or “continue” or the negative thereof or other variations thereon or comparable terminology. These
forward-looking statements do not meet the safe harbor for forward-looking statements pursuant to Section 27A of the
Securities Act of 1933, as amended, or the Securities Act. The matters described in “Risk Factors” and certain other
factors noted throughout this prospectus and in any exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a
part, constitute cautionary statements identifying important factors with respect to any such forward-looking
statements, including certain risks and uncertainties, that could cause actual results to differ materially from those in
such forward-looking statements. The Company reminds all investors that no forward-looking statement can be relied
upon as an accurate or even mostly accurate forecast because humans cannot forecast the future.
        The terms “we,” “us,” “our,” “Prospect,” and “Company” refer to Prospect Capital Corporation; “Prospect Capital
Management” or the “Investment Adviser” refers to Prospect Capital Management LLC, our investment adviser; and
“Prospect Administration” or the “Administrator” refers to Prospect Administration LLC, our administrator.
The Company
We are a financial services company that lends to and invests in middle market privately-held companies. In this
prospectus, we use the term “middle-market” to refer to companies typically with annual revenues between $50 million
and $2 billion.
From our inception to the fiscal year ended June 30, 2007, we invested primarily in industries related to the
industrial/energy economy, which consists of companies in the discovery, production, transportation, storage and use
of energy resources as well as companies that sell products and services to, or acquire products and services from,
these companies. Since then, we have widened our strategy to focus on other sectors of the economy and continue to
broaden our portfolio holdings.
We have been organized as a closed-end investment company since April 13, 2004 and have filed an election to be
treated as a business development company under the 1940 Act. We are a non-diversified company within the
meaning of the 1940 Act. Our headquarters are located at 10 East 40th Street, 42nd Floor, New York, NY 10016, and
our telephone number is (212) 448-0702.
The Investment Adviser
Prospect Capital Management, an affiliate of the Company, manages our investment activities. Prospect Capital
Management is an investment adviser that has been registered under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, or the
Advisers Act, since March 31, 2004. Under an investment advisory and management agreement between us and
Prospect Capital Management, or the Investment Advisory Agreement, we have agreed to pay Prospect Capital
Management investment advisory fees, which will consist of an annual base management fee based on our gross
assets, which we define as total assets without deduction for any liabilities (and, accordingly, includes the value of
assets acquired with proceeds from borrowings), as well as a two-part incentive fee based on our performance.
Our Investment Objective and Policies
Our investment objective is to generate both current income and long-term capital appreciation through debt and
equity investments. We focus on making investments in private companies. We are a non-diversified company within
the meaning of the 1940 Act.
We invest primarily in first and second lien senior loans and mezzanine debt. First and second lien senior loans
generally are senior debt instruments that rank ahead of subordinated debt of a given portfolio company. These loans
also have the benefit of security interests on the assets of the portfolio company, which may rank ahead of or be junior
to other security interests. Mezzanine debt and our investments in CLOs are subordinated to senior loans and are
generally unsecured. Our investments have generally ranged between $5 million and $250 million each, although the
investment size may be more or less than this range. Our investment sizes are expected to grow as our capital base
expands.
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We also acquire controlling interests in companies in conjunction with making secured debt investments in such
companies. These may be in several industries, including industrial, service, real estate and financial businesses.
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We seek to maximize returns and minimize risk for our investors by applying rigorous analysis to make and monitor
our investments. While the structure of our investments varies, we can invest in senior secured debt, senior unsecured
debt, subordinated secured debt, subordinated unsecured debt, mezzanine debt, convertible debt, convertible preferred
equity, preferred equity, common equity, warrants and other instruments, many of which generate current yield. While
our primary focus is to seek current income through investment in the debt and/or dividend-paying equity securities of
eligible privately-held, thinly-traded or distressed companies and long-term capital appreciation by acquiring
accompanying warrants, options or other equity securities of such companies, we may invest up to 30% of the
portfolio in opportunistic investments in order to seek enhanced returns for stockholders. Such investments may
include investments in the debt and equity instruments of broadly-traded public companies. We expect that these
public companies generally will have debt securities that are non-investment grade. Such investments may also
include purchases (either in the primary or secondary markets) of the equity and junior debt tranches of a type of such
pools known as CLOs. Structurally, CLOs are entities that are formed to hold a portfolio of senior secured loans
(“Senior Secured Loans”) made to companies whose debt is rated below investment grade or, in limited circumstances,
unrated. These securities, which are often referred to as “junk” or “high yield,” have predominantly speculative
characteristics with respect to the issuer’s capacity to pay interest and repay principal. They may also be difficult to
value and illiquid. The Senior Secured Loans within a CLO are limited to Senior Secured Loans which meet specified
credit and diversity criteria and are subject to concentration limitations in order to create an investment portfolio that
is diverse by Senior Secured Loan, borrower, and industry, with limitations on non-U.S. borrowers. CLOs are
typically highly levered up to approximately 10 times, and therefore the junior debt and equity tranches that we will
invest in are subject to a higher risk of total loss. Our potential investment in CLOs is limited by the 1940 Act to 30%
of our portfolio. Within this 30% basket, we have and may make additional investments in debt and equity securities
of financial companies and companies located outside of the United States.
The Offering
We may offer, from time to time, in one or more offerings or series, together or separately, up to $5,000,000,000 of
our Securities, which we expect to use initially to maintain balance sheet liquidity, involving repayment of debt under
our credit facility, investment in high quality short-term debt instruments or a combination thereof, and thereafter to
make long-term investments in accordance with our investment objectives.
Our Securities may be offered directly to one or more purchasers, through agents designated from time to time by us,
or to or through underwriters or dealers. The prospectus supplement relating to a particular offering will disclose the
terms of that offering, including the name or names of any agents, underwriters or dealers involved in the sale of our
Securities by us, the purchase price, and any fee, commission or discount arrangement between us and our agents,
underwriters or dealers, or the basis upon which such amount may be calculated. See “Plan of Distribution.” We may
not sell any of our Securities through agents, underwriters or dealers without delivery of a prospectus supplement
describing the method and terms of the offering of our Securities.
We may sell our common stock, subscription rights, units, warrants, options or rights to acquire our common stock, at
a price below the current net asset value of our common stock upon approval of our directors, including a majority of
our independent directors, in certain circumstances. Our stockholders approved our ability to issue warrants, options
or rights to acquire our common stock at our 2008 annual meeting of stockholders for an unlimited time period and in
accordance with the 1940 Act which provides that the conversion or exercise price of such warrants, options or rights
may be less than net asset value per share at the date such securities are issued or at the date such securities are
converted into or exercised for shares of our common stock. At our 2013 annual meeting, held on December 6, 2013,
subject to the condition that the maximum number of shares salable below net asset value pursuant to this authority in
any particular offering that could result in such dilution is limited to 25% of our then outstanding common stock
immediately prior to each such offering, our stockholders approved our ability to sell or otherwise issue shares of our
common stock at any level of discount from net asset value per share for a twelve month period expiring on the
anniversary of the date of the stockholder approval. We are currently seeking stockholder approval at our 2014 annual
meeting, to be held on December 5, 2014, to continue for an additional year our ability to issue shares of common
stock below net asset value, subject to the condition that the maximum number of shares salable below net asset value
pursuant to this authority in any particular offering that could result in such dilution is limited to 25% of our then
outstanding common stock immediately prior to each such offering. See “Sales of Common Stock Below Net Asset
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Value” in this prospectus and in the prospectus supplement, if applicable. Sales of common stock at prices below net
asset value per share dilute the interests of existing stockholders, have the effect of reducing our net asset value per
share and may reduce our market price per share. We have no current intention of engaging in a rights offering,
although we reserve the right to do so in the future.
Set forth below is additional information regarding the offering of our Securities:

3
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Use of proceeds

Unless otherwise specified in a prospectus supplement, we intend to use
the net proceeds from selling Securities pursuant to this prospectus
initially to maintain balance sheet liquidity, involving repayment of debt
under our credit facility, if any, investments in high quality short-term
debt instruments or a combination thereof, and thereafter to make
long-term investments in accordance with our investment objective.
Interest on borrowings under our credit facility is one-month LIBOR plus
225 basis points, with no minimum LIBOR floor. Additionally, the
lenders charge a fee on the unused portion of the credit facility equal to
either 50 basis points if at least thirty-five percent of the credit facility is
drawn or 100 basis points otherwise. See “Use of Proceeds.”

Distributions

In June 2010, our Board of Directors approved a change in dividend
policy from quarterly distributions to monthly distributions. Since that
time, we have paid monthly distributions to the holders of our common
stock and generally intend to continue to do so. The amount of the
monthly distributions is determined by our Board of Directors and is
based on our estimate of our investment company taxable income and net
short-term capital gains. Certain amounts of the monthly distributions may
from time to time be paid out of our capital rather than from earnings for
the month as a result of our deliberate planning or accounting
reclassifications. Distributions in excess of our current and accumulated
earnings and profits constitute a return of capital and will reduce the
stockholder’s adjusted tax basis in such stockholder’s common stock. A
return of capital (1) is a return of the original amount invested, (2) does
not constitute earnings or profits and (3) while such returns are initially
tax free, they will have the effect of reducing the basis such that when a
stockholder sells its shares, it may be subject to additional tax even if the
shares are sold for less than the original purchase price. After the adjusted
basis is reduced to zero, these distributions will constitute capital gains to
such stockholders. Certain additional amounts may be deemed as
distributed to stockholders for income tax purposes. Other types of
Securities will likely pay distributions in accordance with their terms. See
“Price Range of Common Stock,” “Distributions” and “Material U.S. Federal
Income Tax Considerations.”

Taxation

We have qualified and elected to be treated for U.S. federal income tax
purposes as a regulated investment company, or a RIC, under
Subchapter M of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or the Code. As a
RIC, we generally do not have to pay corporate-level U.S. federal income
taxes on any ordinary income or capital gains that we distribute to our
stockholders as dividends. To maintain our qualification as a RIC and
obtain RIC tax treatment, we must satisfy certain source-of-income and
asset diversification requirements and distribute annually at least 90% of
our ordinary income and realized net short-term capital gains in excess of
realized net long-term capital losses, if any. See “Distributions” and “Material
U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations.”

Dividend reinvestment plan We have a dividend reinvestment plan for our stockholders. This is an “opt
out” dividend reinvestment plan. As a result, when we declare a dividend,
the dividends are automatically reinvested in additional shares of our
common stock, unless a stockholder specifically “opts out” of the dividend
reinvestment plan so as to receive cash dividends. Stockholders who
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receive distributions in the form of stock are subject to the same U.S.
federal, state and local tax consequences as stockholders who elect to
receive their distributions in cash. See “Dividend Reinvestment Plan.”

The NASDAQ Global Select Market
Symbol PSEC

Anti-takeover provisions

Our charter and bylaws, as well as certain statutory and regulatory
requirements, contain provisions that may have the effect of discouraging
a third party from making an acquisition proposal for us. These
anti-takeover provisions may inhibit a change in control in circumstances
that could give the holders of our common stock the opportunity to realize
a premium over the market price of our common stock. See “Description
Of Our Capital Stock.”

Management arrangements

Prospect Capital Management serves as our investment adviser. Prospect
Administration serves as our administrator. For a description of Prospect
Capital Management, Prospect Administration and our contractual
arrangements with these companies, see “Business—Management
Services—Investment Advisory Agreement,” and “Business— Management
Services—Administration Agreement.”
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Risk factors

Investment in our Securities involves certain risks relating to our structure
and investment objective that should be considered by prospective
purchasers of our Securities. In addition, as a business development
company, our portfolio primarily includes securities issued by
privately-held companies. These investments generally involve a high
degree of business and financial risk, and are less liquid than public
securities. We are required to mark the carrying value of our investments
to fair value on a quarterly basis, and economic events, market conditions
and events affecting individual portfolio companies can result in
quarter-to-quarter mark-downs and mark-ups of the value of individual
investments that collectively can materially affect our net asset value, or
NAV. Also, our determinations of fair value of privately-held securities
may differ materially from the values that would exist if there was a ready
market for these investments. A large number of entities compete for the
same kind of investment opportunities as we do. Moreover, our business
requires a substantial amount of capital to operate and to grow and we
seek additional capital from external sources. In addition, the failure to
qualify as a RIC eligible for pass-through tax treatment under the Code on
income distributed to stockholders could have a materially adverse effect
on the total return, if any, obtainable from an investment in our Securities.
See “Risk Factors” and the other information included in this prospectus for
a discussion of factors you should carefully consider before deciding to
invest in our Securities.

Plan of distribution

We may offer, from time to time, up to $5,000,000,000 of our common
stock, preferred stock, debt securities, subscription rights to purchase
shares of our securities, warrants representing rights to purchase our
securities or separately tradeable units combining two or more of our
securities on the terms to be determined at the time of the offering.
Securities may be offered at prices and on terms described in one or more
supplements to this prospectus directly to one or more purchasers, through
agents designated from time to time by us, or to or through underwriters or
dealers. The supplement to this prospectus relating to the offering will
identify any agents or underwriters involved in the sale of our Securities,
and will set forth any applicable purchase price, fee and commission or
discount arrangement or the basis upon which such amount may be
calculated. We may not sell Securities pursuant to this prospectus without
delivering a prospectus supplement describing the method and terms of
the offering of such Securities. For more information, see “Plan of
Distribution.”
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Fees and Expenses
The following tables are intended to assist you in understanding the costs and expenses that an investor in this offering
will bear directly or indirectly. We caution you that some of the percentages indicated in the table below are estimates
and may vary. In these tables, we assume that we have borrowed $810.0 million under our credit facility, which is the
maximum amount available under the credit facility, in addition to our other indebtedness of $2.7 billion and a
maximum sales load pursuant to the equity distribution agreements. We do not intend to issue preferred stock during
the year. Except where the context suggests otherwise, whenever this prospectus contains a reference to fees or
expenses paid by “you” or “us” or that “we” will pay fees or expenses, the Company will pay such fees and expenses out of
our net assets and, consequently, you will indirectly bear such fees or expenses as an investor in the Company.
However, you will not be required to deliver any money or otherwise bear personal liability or responsibility for such
fees or expenses.
Stockholder transaction expenses:
Sales load (as a percentage of offering price)(1) 3.00 %
Offering expenses borne by the Company (as a percentage of offering price)(2) 0.20 %
Dividend reinvestment plan expenses(3) None
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