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ITEM 5.  OTHER EVENTS.

         On May 20, 2002, The J. M. Smucker Company, an Ohio corporation
("Smucker"), and The Procter & Gamble Company, an Ohio corporation ("P&G"),
issued a joint press release to announce the closing date of the merger (the
"Merger") of the Jif peanut butter and Crisco shortening and oils businesses of
P&G into Smucker. A copy of the press release is filed as Exhibit 99.1 to this
Current Report on Form 8-K and incorporated herein by reference.
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         Smucker shareholders had previously approved the Merger as described in
a press release issued by Smucker on April 5, 2002. A copy of the press release
is filed as Exhibit 99.2 to this Current Report on Form 8-K and incorporated
herein by reference.

ITEM 7.  EXHIBITS.

(c)      Exhibits.

Exhibit
Number   Exhibit
------   -------
 99.1    Joint press release, dated May 20, 2002

 99.2    Press release, dated April 5, 2002

                                   SIGNATURES

                  Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of
1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by
the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                            THE J. M. SMUCKER COMPANY

Date:     May 28, 2002

                                            By:  /s/ Ann Harlan
                                                ---------------------------
                                            Name:  Ann Harlan
                                            Title: General Counsel
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